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Look at all of the plants below… 
WHAT DO ALL PLANTS HAVE IN COMMON?



4 TRAITS ALL PLANTS SHARE...

1. They are all made of MORE THAN ONE PLANT CELL

2. They all  make FOOD with PHOTOSYNTHESIS

3. They can all SENSE AND RESPOND TO THEIR 

ENVIRONMENT

4. They can all REPRODUCE



What do ALL plants need to 
survive?



Look at all of the animals below…
WHAT DO ALL ANIMALS HAVE IN COMMON?



5 TRAITS ALL ANIMALS SHARE...

1. They are all made of MORE THAN ONE ANIMAL CELL

2. They all EAT OTHER ORGANISMS and DIGEST (BREAK DOWN) FOOD

3. They all  REMOVE WASTES from their body

4. They can all SENSE AND RESPOND TO THEIR ENVIRONMENT

5. They can all REPRODUCE



What do ALL animals need 
to survive?



Producers

PRODUCERS MAKE THEIR 

OWN FOOD



Consumers

CONSUMERS CANNOT MAKE 

THEIR OWN FOOD so they EAT 

OTHER ORGANISMS!

● What do HERBIVORES eat?



Consumers

CONSUMERS CANNOT MAKE 

THEIR OWN FOOD so they EAT 

OTHER ORGANISMS!

● What do CARNIVORES eat?



Consumers

CONSUMERS CANNOT MAKE 

THEIR OWN FOOD so they EAT 

OTHER ORGANISMS!

● What do OMINIVORES eat?



Food 
Chains

Periphyton 

(slimy algae)

(Producer)

Tadpole Snail

(Consumer) Columbia 

Spotted Frog 

(Consumer)

Great Blue 

Heron

(Consumer)

● A food chain in Flathead Lake...



Understanding a Food Chain

● A food chain shows the FLOW OF FOOD ENERGY

through a habitat

● They all start with a PRODUCER

● They have 4 or more organisms



BUILD YOUR OWN FOOD CHAIN...

1. CUT out the organisms

2. PLACE the organisms in the order they would be eaten

3. STOP and have your teacher CHECK IT

4. GLUE the organisms as directed onto the poster



● A food chain in Flathead Lake...

Food 
Chains

Phytoplankton

(Producer)

Zooplankton

(Consumer)

Juvenile Trout

(Consumer)

Adult Trout

(Consumer)



Arctic 
Food Web

Understanding 
a Food Web

● A food web is 

a group of 

interlocking 

food chains 



Ocean 
Food Web

Understanding 
a Food Web

● A food web is 

a group of 

interlocking 

food chains 



Everglades 
Food Web

Understanding 
a Food Web

● A food web is 

a group of 

interlocking 

food chains 



BUILD YOUR OWN FOOD WEB...

1. CUT out the organisms and descriptions

2. MATCH the organisms with their description

3. ARRANGE them on the poster to build your food web

4. STOP and have your teacher CHECK IT

5. GLUE the organisms and descriptions onto the poster

6. DRAW ARROWS that MOVE UP through the web
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